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Planning for Australia’s 2016 
Census



This is an exciting time for the Census 
program in Australia



There is great pressure on the Census program 
to become more efficient and effective



Many factors have contributed to increase the 
difficulty of undertaking a Census in Australia



The goals for the 2011 Census reflect the key 
challenges to the Census program



The business model for the 2016 and later 
Censuses will change dramatically, with a 

heavy focus on eCensus

The business model will change from a traditional census to a 
wave approach with emphasis on eCensus, realising 
significant savings and timeliness gains.



Procedures will vary by areas depending upon 
the quality of the address register and type of 

location

• Areas with good quality address data will have 
a wave based mail-out of eCensus codes
– Expected around 60% of dwellings

• In areas without comprehensive address data, 
traditional drop-off model will be used, with 
preference for eCensus over paper forms
– Expected about 35% of dwellings

• Specialised procedures will continue for some 
areas
– For example, in remote Indigenous communities
– Expected about 5% of dwellings



At the first stage, eCensus codes are mailed to 
households based on the address register

In addition to the wave approach, in areas without good Address 
Register information, traditional Census collector drop-off of 
forms and eCensus codes will be used.



At the second stage, eCensus codes and paper 
forms are mailed to households



At the third stage, collectors visit non-responding 
households to obtain responses via eCensus, 

paper forms or collector interview



A widespread public relations campaign will be 
critical to achieving high eCensus response rates



Changes to the business model brings 
substantial benefits, but also risks



Many significant issues need to be considered 
now to prepare the Census infrastructure for 2016



Priorities for the 2016 Census content and output 
will be considered over the next couple of years



Information about the 2011 Census is available 
on the ABS website



There are a number of publications about 
Australian census procedures and plans


